g e

ﬁr-- Approved For Release 20 W']; Rle

KD b79R008902000700010017-1

¥5C BRIEFING o 17 JANUARY 1956

SOVIETS IN AFRICA, LATIN AMERICA

I. Soviet advaoces into vulnerable undor&wg}.ﬁmd areas increas-

ing in mntnm and scope,

A,

&i-thmgh greatest progress has been in south Asia,
Middle Ezst, Soviets see same opportunities in Africa,
Lxtin Ammg, and are aow uct,iuly hyiag: groundwork
for exploitation,

- XX. Soviet salesmen now moving deeper into Africa, where anti,u-
- eolonial piteh pnys big dividends, '

A

B.

i1x.

- #iret wheel was Pravda chief udi*har Shepilov--to Egypt

in July ’55:. &ince then, professional glad-bander
"!a!m (whose position im roughly equinhnt to "gpesker
of thi Rouse™) has visited the Tubsan insugural s.n
Liberia, and Aabaaudnr to Belgium, amm, bas wangled
reluctant ipvitation tam Belgian Congo.

In addition, New Soviet overtures have besn made to
Libyn, Zthiopia and the Budan,

Libya ~ On 25 Sep *55, UsER recognized new Libyan state:

Boviet asmbassador and siuahl& diplomatie delegation
Arrived 6 January.

A

B.

¥orth remembering that USSR bid for trusteeship over
Tripelitania in 45,

Recognition brings Romcow closer to scene of turmoil in
¥orth Africa, ‘
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€. USER bas slready made opening bids for Libyan oil con-
gegsion, use of abandoned airstrip for courier flights,
Liberia - Volkov, chief delegate to Tubman inauguration, ex-
trwmtlﬁ anxious go home with solid evidence Soviet-Liberian

25X1 |
relations,

¥.

Congo - Ambassador to Belgium, Avilov touring all major
centers in Congo 11-28 January.

B A, BPBelgian FPoreign minister Spusk had invited Latin American

¥i.

ambaggadors to visit Congo, in hopes softening their anti-
colonial attitudes in ON: Avilov asked to go along, and
Spaak found it impossible to refuse.

B. Czechs, Hungariane have also requested permission to send
trade missions to Congo but these turned down by Spaak,
who deemed requests phony cover for other operations,

pia - Bloc's economic interest in Ethiopia continues.

25X1
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B. USSR has malstained diplomatic mission in Addis Ababa
© ®imce '44 and Bussisus have had hospital there since 1900
€. Eoviet personsel relatively few, however {some 35, in~
eluding d‘cgenéents, compared with us community of over 100).
¥il. Sudan - ﬂthia woek of Sudanese declaration independence
{ :m}, Bloc recognized Sudan, expressed hapa for wtammh-u
- ment d.iglmtiﬁ,,_ trade relations.
A+ Bloc trade personnel k&w»: already made trips into Sudan,
B. UBAR hailed Sudanese decision to remain outside military
pacts, beamed glowing account of trade possibilities to
Sudan. Pravda editorial (6 Jan) welcomed arrival of
Sudan on "road of m;agndeut development,” |
s tin .mr:;:ﬁﬁ Soviets have just made special press release
oat of Bulganin npiimv to questions from YS-published
. Latin smelcan magazine, m. Bulganin took occasion to
boost “trade and aid® m'mu for ares, | ‘
A+ ZIncreased sffort in Latin mﬁm, furtbher foreshadowed
byt ' | 5
1. mapansion existing Soviet, Satellite diplomatic
aissions, |
2. Stepped-up propaganda broadcasting directed at area
 4n 55 ("m"mra than (54, 200% mare than '50),
- turnged o;ziztaral exchanges,
4, Jump in Soviet hlec-htm m:zm trade levels
© dwring *54 and 'S5,
B. Beviet trade drive in Latin Americs has been underway siace

Economic Conference in '52 but current activit
ratiacts nev decision to shoot m;'ka e y
- 2
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IX. Mest recent Activity:

X,

e

4
-
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eritical economic problems and export surpluses make for easy sales,

&,

B,

€.

tractor plant,
Soviet™Irade & 2id" offers tailroed tc local LA situstions where

Ruwors in Columbim gov't circles that Colubmia and HSSR will
reestablish relations. |
Boviet offer (late *55) to sell assembly equipment for Mexicsn

Bteppad Soviet Bloc deliversiem, expecially to Argentims im return
for agricultural suppluses, as well as »eemtithé priming,
appesar to be mtimulating zréa,ta: LA isterest in Bloc markets-~-
new hg&ntima uwr bas proposed strengthening relations
with USSR, - B

Cuba has negotisted new $12 million sale of sugar to mnmluat
year's Boviet purchases helped boost sugar prices ian glutted
world market, |

Uruguay recently demignated commercial representatives in
Communiet Ching, Poland, Esst germsany to promote sales of
sgricultural surpluses, which would provide credits fnr essentisl
imports, |

% . -
W
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¢ 2 !‘é‘tﬂ picture of Soviet trade sand aid :;gtivity in Asias, Africs
sund Latin kﬁeria& ropresents long-term p_t:?ngru of e@miﬁér;blﬁ :
_msgnitude, '_ |
K. ‘Soviets have made no bones about political copnotations
_ this effort in Asia and Africa. _ ' _
ﬁ;. Hoscow zm ‘for dividend of politieal mupport for its
policies on issues such as Formoss snd Western-sponsored

wmilitary alliances, amct# to gain sllies in UN,

Sy oy ¢
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SOVIETS IN AFRICA, LAYIN AMERICA
, .
E . :
1, Coviet advanc o xnto'vulnwrhb§e under-
: —developed areas increasing in mbhentum and
scope.
A. Although greatest progress has been in
e south Asie, Middle East, Soviets see
same opportunities in Africa, Latin
America, and are now actively laying
%_ groundworzx for exploitation,

11, Soviet salesmen now moving deeper into
Africa, where anti-colonial pitch pays big
dividends.

A. First wheel was Pravda chief editor
L : fSﬁepiloQ~~to Egypt in July '55: since

g thed, bfofeSsional gladéhander Volkov

i~
3

S

.. {whose position is roughly equivalent to
?speakei to the house") has visited the
Tubman inaugural’ in Liberia, and“Ambas-

“sador to Belgium, Avilov, has wangled

P e TR T

reluctant invitation totour Belgian
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~ B, In addrrien, new SOVAiet cvert 1iaes

been ma.dc o Libdye, kEthiopia and the
Sudan.
Libya ~ On 25 Sen '55, USSR recognized new

‘Libyan state: Soviet ambassador and size-

;ble diplomatic delegation arrived €6 January,

;;, Worth remembering that USSR bid for

% truéteeship over Tripolitania in '45,

:E. Recognition brings Moscow closer to
scene of turmoil in North Africa.

;C. USSR has already made opening bids for

Libyan o111 concession, use of abandoned

airstrip for courier flights.

Liberia - Volkov, chief delegate to Tubman
iinauguration, extremely anxious go home

‘with solid evidence Soviet-Liberian

‘relations.
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V. Congo - Ambassador to Belgium, Avilov,
touring all major centers i; Congo 11-28
January.

A, Belgién Foreign Minister Spaak had
,1nv1téd Latin American ambassadors to
'visit Congo, in hopes softening their
‘anti-colonial attitudes in UN: Avilov

‘asked to go along, and Spaak found it

1npos§ible to refuse.
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" Approved For Rﬁﬁg%m A-RDP79R00890A000700010017-1

-

25X1



A -

Kpproved For Release 2002/05/09 :

R00890A000700010017-1

B. Czechs, Hungarians have also requ: -
permission to send trade missic: o
Congo but these turned down by Spaa'

who deemed requests phony cover for

other operations. ;
YI. Ethiopia - Bloc's economic interest in

‘Ethiopia continues.

25X1

B. USSR has maintained diplomatic mission

in Addis Ababa since '44 and Russians

have had hospital there since 1900,
C. Soviet personnel relatively few, however
(some 35, including dependents, com-

. ‘pared with US communitj of over 100),

-4 - ‘
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VII. Sudan - Within week of Sudanese indcpen-

dence il Jan) Bloc recognized Sudan, expres

sed hope for establishment diplomatic trade

ralations.

8. Bloc trade personnel have already made
trips into Sudan.

B. USBR hailed Sudanese decision to remain
outsdde -illtary pacts, beamed glowing
ahcount of trade pogsibilities to Sudan
Pravda editorial (GVJln) welcomed
arrival of Sudan on "road of independen
éevolopnbnt."

VIII.Latin America - 8oviets have just made

sp.cial ﬁreac‘relotse out of Bulganin replic
to queation- from US-published Latin Ameri-
cq&;n!glzine, Vision., Bulganin took occasic
to ﬁoo.t "trade and aid" program for aresx.

A, ;Increised effort in Latin America furthe

foreshadowed by:

-5 -
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sxpansiqn existing Soviet, Satellite
diplonat1C‘missibns;

Stepped-~up propaganda.broadcasting
‘directed ut area in ’55»(50% more
than '54, 200% more thnn"SO) =
N Increused cultural exchanges.

7‘fJu-p iu Boviet Bloc-<Latin American

-

“, trado 1evo1s during '54 wnd '55. ¢
B. Boviet trada drive in Latin A-erica has’
~ been underway since Moscow Economic

Conference in '52, but current activity

T F A R

;reflects new decision to shoot works.

"IX. Most recent activity:

25X1
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€. Rumors in Columbian gov't circles that

colcnbia and USSR viii rocctablish

m.m,hw.,g-ws 7 N T ol g
Lo AT RS D

R R TR

st

"1” , )
G' (

“}3tipv-4 !oviot Bloc dolivorios, especi-

new Argontine A-bussador hns proposed

_itronzthening rnlations vith USSR.
-7 =
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B. Cuba has negotiated new 12 million sale

‘

} of sugar to USSR--last year's Soviet
$3 ;-gy:chasos helped boost sugar prices in
:b 'flﬁtted world market. |

}‘c »fﬁrﬁguay recently designated commercial

ﬁlprosentatives in Co-uﬁist China,
';’und, and EBast Gernany to promote sihu

j*ziricnlturnl surplul.!, which would §

% Y
’ pictura of Soviet trade and aid ;
 ityl1n Asiu, Africa and Latin American,

M

) lbr-b-a snd 'b-tcra--pansoria iIIi-

f?try sllinncca -xpacts to ttin allies




